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Corona Virus
The information published in this issue of LINK is correct at the
time of going to press however please check with the organisers
before attending any events as things are changing very rapidly at

the moment.
Editors
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EASTER, THE CORONAVIRUS AND ‘DOING WHATEVER IT TAKES’
“Every single person in the country is
affected by this” I was told and so we are.
Who would have thought that our lives
could be so dramatically transformed by
a disease that nobody had ever heard off
until a few months ago? All social
gatherings have been
banned and people
have been
encouraged to work
from home. Schools
have closed and
Churches have had to
cease all acts of
public worship. Prime-
ministerial news
briefings have spoken about ‘flattening
the curve’ to give the NHS the time and
space to cope with the rising number of
infections and those who are over 70,
pregnant women and those with
underlying health conditions have been
encouraged to go into self-isolation.
Social distancing has become the new
social responsibility and the nation has
been put on a ‘war’ footing. The health
crisis has also become an economic
crisis with the Chancellor of the
Exchequer pumping £330 billion pounds
(15% of GDP) into the economy to help
businesses pay their rent, salaries and
suppliers - the largest ever injection of
aid in ‘peace time’ Britain. The
Chancellor is clearly committed to doing
‘whatever it takes’ to overcome this crisis
and yet the Prime Minister’s frankness
has been clear from the start ‘many more
families will lose loved ones before their
time’. It’s a truly nerve-racking and
terrible situation, a situation outside of
our experience, and which has brought

out both the best and the worst in us.
Many people are kindly looking after their
neighbours whilst others are sadly and
selfishly panic buying in the
supermarkets and shops.

If we ever needed a
reminder of the
imperfection of our
world, then surely this is
it! For many of us,
calamities and disasters
usually happen to other
people, somewhere on
the other side of the
world. We are not used

to the fact that in a global situation and in
a truly global pandemic this one might
actually affect us.

And yet for the Christian this all rings
strangely true, for the Christian will be
aware that in many ways, theologically
speaking, we have never lived in a
perfect world; for Genesis reminds us
that when we think we are ‘masters of all
that we survey’ and are in charge of our
own destiny perhaps knowing better than
even God himself, then something
always happens to trip us up and we are
destined for a fall. Now God has
graciously gifted us with many wonderful
qualities and characteristics, such as
knowledge, skill and intellect and we are
constantly amazed at what human
endeavour and intuition can achieve, but
fundamentally the heart of the problem is
always the same - it’s the problem of the
human heart, which wants to do things
our own way and keep God out of the
picture. This bias to self (which affects us
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The Wissey U3A aims to encourage people in the ‘third age’ of life, that is
mainly those now enjoying retirement, to meet and share their knowledge. We are
a friendly group of people who like to have a laugh as we learn and to live life to
the full. We would love to welcome new members.

Our monthly meeting takes place on the first Thursday of each month in The
Pavilion at Holme Hale. Last month we enjoyed a fascinating talk by Neil Storey
on ‘The Lost Coast of Norfolk’ with an amazing presentation of old photographs.
On Thursday 2nd April at 10.30am we will be entertained by Mark Walsh, as the
‘Ukelele Sensation’. Why not attend as a visitor and ‘test the water’? Please make
yourself known at the Welcome Desk. (Doors open from 9.45am for refreshments
and socialising.)

However, the monthly meeting is only part of our activities. We also have many
Activity Groups who meet to share their expertise on all manner of subjects. The
idea is that we learn from each other and everyone is treated as an equal. No
lecturing and no testing!

If you would like to know more, please contact our Chairman, David Moncaster by
emailing him at: d.moncaster@btinternet.com or telephone him on 01760 724755.

Wissey U3A’s Friday Table Tennis Group
enjoying a social BBQ in last summer’s sunshine.
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all) the Bible calls sin and spoils our
relationships with God, with one another
and even with creation. It’s the worst of
all social distancing. What we need is a
new start and a new hope!

Fortunately, the Christian is aware that
despite the fact that many of us may
have forgotten God, he doesn’t forget us,
for in the person of Jesus, God steps into
this broken and fallen world of ours and
bears the brunt of our pain and our sin in
his own body upon the cross. He’s the
one who truly does ‘whatever it takes’!
He dies the death that we all deserve
precisely so we don’t have to when we
put our faith and trust in him – and he
does this because he loves us. Christ’s
death is awful and frightening, and if he
were just an ordinary man then it would
be the end of the story, but it’s not -
because Christians recognise that Jesus
isn’t simply human, he’s divine, he’s the
Son of God, God made flesh, God
incarnate and his resurrection proves it
as witnessed by so many of his day.

He is therefore as the risen Lord, a man
of the ‘new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5.17
/ Revelation 21.1), a man of the new life
and perfectly restored order, which is
promised eternally to all who believe.

This is the joyful essence of Easter Day
and it provides us not just with the
courage and strength to
meet the challenges of
this moment (however
dark it may be) but hope
for the future, for as the
Bible reminds us ‘God
so loved the world that
he gave his one and
only Son that whoever
believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life’ (John
3.16).

So, yes, despite the difficulties of the
present moment, may I take this
opportunity for myself and the parishes I
represent to wish you all a very happy
and joyful Easter.

Yours as ever

Stephen Thorp

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all … this
day and always. 2 Corinthians 13.14

In this month's Link you will find inserted a gift to you
from the members of All Saints Church.

During these worrying times, we wanted to share with
the Necton community the truth which Christians find

so compelling in their lives.
The 4 point tract sums up the basic, fundamental belief

and hope in the good news of Jesus Christ.

We trust that your household will be happy to accept this small token in
the same spirit with which it has been given to you.

If you want to know more then please visit our website,
www.nectonallsaints.co.uk
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HIGHLIGHTS OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
9th March 2020

UPDATE FROM THE CLERK
A thank you has been received by the Council for the new bus stop at the top of Tuns
Road. We are now investigating the possibility of a bus stop at the other end of the
village, near Kingfisher Drive. The Clerk is liaising with Konect buses and updates
will be provided once we hear.
There will be new noticeboards erected to replace those already in place at the
shop- hopefully this will provide more space and make it easier to read the notices.
A new projector has been ordered and delivered which will mean meetings can now
be paperless and so reduce the amount of paper being used within the Parish
Council. This is in conjunction with new green ideas the Council and sub committee
are working on. Councillor Spain is drawing up a proposal for a green competition!
This will be open to all residents and we hope to involve the school as well. There
will be a prize for the best idea and further info will follow.
You may have noticed already but the work to create a new MUGA (multi use games
area) has started. This is the first phase and will provide new goal mouths and new
basketball hoops. The second phase will be in the future and will create a new
surface.
The Trod extension is underway on Hale Road- works will take around 3 weeks but
will provide a further stretch of pathway, this will make it safer to walk along this area
of the village.
DOG FOULING
It has been brought to our attention that some people are
not picking up after their dogs. Please use the dog bins that
are dotted around the village. The Dog Warden has been
informed and has reminded us that there are fines of £50
for anyone not clearing up after their dogs and fines of
£1000 if a persistent offender is taken to Court.

PLANNING MATTERS
NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

• 3PL/2020/0169/HOU- Proposed single storey
extension - no comments

• 3PL/2020/0167/HOU - Demolition of existing side porch & garage and new
side extension including a new roof- no comments

• 3PL/2019/1384/D - Reserved Matters for submission for proposed single
dwelling following outline permission 3PL/2018/0730/O – Amended Plans –
Reduction- no comments
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DEVELOPMENT FORMERLY KNOWN AS ERNE FARM
Chair Bass and Councillor Spain attended the Committee meeting at Breckland and
spoke within their allocated 3 minutes to raise the Council’s concerns about this
development and the impact it will have on the infrastructure in Necton. The meeting
was on 9th March and although both spoke of the pressures it would create the
application to build 73 houses was passed.
MEETING AT WESTMINSTER
Councillor Spain and Chair Bass attended a meeting at Westminster and met with 3
MP’s including George freeman to discuss off shore ring mains. George Freeman
MP is keen to explore this option further as if would mean Norfolk and Suffolk would
not have to be dug up for cabling. He confirmed he is continuing to put pressure on
the Secretary of State to explore this further. Although this may not influence the
current projects, he will endeavour to influence if possible. He will also be an
advocate regarding the request to position the proposed site on the lower ground. A
further Planning Inspectorate meeting is being held on 17th March and George
Freeman MP will speak and promote the lower ground positioning proposal.
LIGHTS ON THE A47
Councillor Barrett is continuing his weekly call to Highways to ensure they fix the
bollards and islands that are still unlit. He is also chasing them to fix the last few
lights that are not working. He will continue to call them until these issues are
resolved
DRAINS, DITCHES AND FLOODING
As we know already this has proved a major issue this winter within the Necton
area.. A member of the public has requested the Council organise a meeting with all
owners of the ditches. Some ditches are owned privately and others by Breckland
and Flagship Housing. Therefore, a meeting with all owners, the Parish Council and
members of the public may prove beneficial to fixing the ongoing issues. Chair Bass
has agreed to arrange a meeting and once details are known the details will be made
available.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Parish Council are keen to start work on this very big but important piece of
work. Therefore, we are calling out for anyone who would like to volunteer and help
with this!

A Neighbourhood Plan is a community led document for guiding the future use and
development of Necton over a 20-year period and the objectives address how to
enhance the community, manage change and provide a starting point for the
development of policies. The Plan covers a number of points including community
objectives, housing and the built environment, transport and access, environment
and landscape and business and employment. A launch meeting will be arranged
shortly but, in the meantime, if you would be interested in helping create this
valuable Plan please can you inform the Clerk via email or by calling the office.



THE COLD WAR IN THE BRECKS
The Cold War in the Brecks (1949 - 1991) is a project run by the Breckland Society,
with a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The project is researching the role the
Brecks and its people played through the Cold
War. We are looking for the human stories of an
important and fascinating period of our recent
history. The research will form the basis for an
illustrated colour report which will be available
free to members of the public.
We are looking for people who remember the
period to spend a little time with one of our
interviewers talking about their experience of the
Cold War. We are interested in memories of service personnel and civilian
employees of the various airbases and military installations in the area. We are also
particularly interested in people who protested against nuclear weapons, members
of the CND or other peace organisations, or people involved with peace camps.
If you can help please contact us at secretary.brecsoc@gmail.com

YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS

Mrs Jean Bass - 01760 441391 Chairman,
Mr Joe Sisto - 01760 722168 Vice-Chairman

Mr Fraser Bateman - 07967 398010, Mr Ken Barrett 07716 916799,
Mr Philip Hayton - 07979 510032,

Mrs Thirza Hicks - 07826719681, Mrs Mrs Alice Spain - 07519 511611,

Breckland Council Representative: Mr Nigel Wilkin - 01760 723178

County Council Representative: Mr Mark Kiddle-Morris 01328 701370

Member of Parliament for Mid Norfolk: George Freeman 01953 600617

Welcome Packs are provided by the Parish Council for new residents and are
delivered by Hilary Bewes 01760 723060

The Parish Council Office is open
Monday – Thursday, from 10.00am – 2.00pm

Tel 01760 721665

Next Meeting of the Parish Council
is Monday 6th April at 7.30pm

The Agenda will be on the website and notice boards the preceding week.
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Necton Sports & Social Club
Hello and welcome to Necton Sports and Social Club. We are a village community
facility available to all Parishioners. Do come and see us in 2020.

SORRY TO ANNOUNCE OUR EASTER BINGO FUNDRAISER FOR THIS YEAR
AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON SATURDAY 4thAPRIL,

HAS BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS SITUATION

Everyone at your local club works entirely on a volunteer basis. From football team
managers (youth teams & adults), support staff, bar staff and more. We’re always on
the lookout for more help and suggestions of any kind. If you are interested in joining
our committee to help develop the club on both the social club side and sporting
matters, we look forward to hearing from you, please get in touch! Drop us a note in
our new letter box outside the village hall, or with our friends at the Necton Premier
local shop on Hale Road who’ll gladly pass details on. Or pop by when we’re open
which is every weekend and occasionally in the week when we have home pool
matches Monday evenings. Or come along for our monthly committee meetings on
the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. Thank you and looking forward to seeing
you!
Would you like to support your village sports and social club this year by paying £5
for a club membership? Your support in paying an annual £5 membership
subscription is greatly received and will be a huge support to both young and old who
benefit from having a club in the village where we can socialise and support our local
youth and adult sports teams.
We are always busy enjoying the running and supporting of our
fantastic youth and senior football teams, pool team and of course
our social club visitors with teas, coffees and a well-stocked bar, at
your service! With our Sky Sports subscription and friendly
atmosphere, you are always assured of a warm and friendly welcome. We also keep
busy planning and holding our many fundraising events throughout the year, please
see below for our latest events scheduled in April. We are pleased to be supporting
this year’s Necton Festival 2020! Volunteers please get in touch!!

Latest Club Events Diary, ALL WELCOME!
CANCELLED - Saturday 4th April - Easter Bingo at the Village Hall, 7.30pm start
Saturday 18th April – Poker Tournament, Texas Hold ‘Em. Doors open 7.30pm for
8.00pm start. Cash prizes for top 3 winners!

PLEASE CHECK FACEBOOK OR CALL US
FOR MORE DETAILS ON WHEN WE'RE OPEN

About the Club
You can also hire your local club for Parties, Christenings, Wedding Receptions,
Wakes, etc. Also outside bars catered for. Contact Janet 01760 722579
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Our afternoon began with our speaker - Georgie Bell,
with her talk 'Merle Boddy Centre, Past and Present'.
Georgie is an inspirational speaker and she gave us all
an insight into caring for people with dementia. Georgie outlined the importance
of training for staff and helpers, with the use of games to draw out reminiscences
often long forgotten. "Be kind" is Georgie's mantra - it was a fascinating and often
entertaining talk. Georgie also judged our competition for 'A photo of you in the

1970s' - the winner was Kay, with her wedding photo.

Then it was time for our meeting, including a birthday posy for Treasurer. Our
President, Carolyn ran through some of our activities over recent weeks. We had
enjoyed our 'Coffee & Chat' at the Iceni Cafe and the WI had almost had a team
at the Quiz at the Pickenham Hub; in fact it was the winning team! We will be
holding our litter pick of the village on Sat 18th April, meeting at the Hub at
9.00am to collect litter pickers and high vis jackets and then returning for a

Brunch! Iris had brought some wartime recipes along for members to try making
in preparation for our WI birthday tea, celebrating 70 years of our WI. Other
outings are planned - 'Coffee & Chat' at the White Hart on 31st March and the
Artist's Garden on 15th April. We then closed our meeting by saying together

the Alberta Creed.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 14th April 2.00pm in the church.
Our speaker will be Su Gattuso, Manager of the Swaffham Heritage Centre with

her stories of the Antarctic.
Competition: A decorated digestive biscuit.

Annual Federation Meeting - Wed 8th April at the Theatre Royal, Norwich.
The Artist's Garden - Wed 15th April - Campingland Community Room.

Litter Pick - Sat 18th April - Meet at the Community Hub at 9.00am and return for
Brunch!

Hotter Shoes, King's Lynn - Mon 20th April at 6.00pm.
Women Walk the World 2020 - Saturday 2nd May; meet at 2pm at the church for

a walk to St Mary's Houghton on the Hill and back; £2 each for charity
+ a raffle and tea & biscuits back at the church.

WI Birthday Tea - Thursday 14th May in Iris's garden at 2.30pm.

Enquiries welcome - Carolyn Vincent - 01760 755089
- Melanie Cousins - 01760 440456

The Pickenhams WI



NECTON VILLAGE FESTIVAL 2020

Saturday 11th July 1pm to 10pm

Following the success of last year's Festival when we raised over £5,300 for charity
we are staying with the same format with music and attractions for all the family.
Once again all profits will be divided equally between EACH, the Merle Boddy
Centre and the NRCC.

•Tickets will be £10 for an adult with up to two children under 15 free.

•The first 100 tickets will be released from April at a discounted price of
£7.50 (only available through local outlets)

Music this year will feature:-
•Planet Abba as the headline act, who were very popular two years ago.

Back by popular demand from last year:-
• Lisa Collier
• Pot of Gold from Swaffham aka. Swaffham Shanty Crew
• Chris Manly
• Big Boys blues band

New acts this year:-
• Pedlar Rock Band from Swaffham
• Mervyn Hunt, from Necton on guitar and vocals
• Jeremy and Reuben Ard from Necton playing jazz
• Serena Grant on guitar and vocals, from Suffolk
• We are also pleased to introduce Brooke Elley an amazing talent from

Norwich, a finalist on BBC Young Chorister of the Year 2019 singing popular opera,
Queen songs and her own compositions.

Further information can be found on our web site https://www.nectonfestival.co.uk
and FaceBook page https://www.facebook.com/nectonmusicfestival

Necton Festival Committee would like to thank Necton Parish Council, Necton
Sports and Social Club and all our sponsors and volunteers who are helping to

make Necton Festival 2020 a great event for the whole village.

We need more volunteers on the day so if you can help please contact:
Fraser Bateman 01767 398010, Jean Bass 01760 441391 or contact us via

FaceBook.
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Grounds of Necton Primary School,
School Road, Necton, Swaffham, Norfolk PE37 8HT

Telephone: 01760 722252, E-mail: nectonlittleoaks@btconnect.com
OFSTED Registration No: EY360445

Spaces available
We have spaces available for 2 to 4 year olds. We also have spaces available for
last minute childcare during the school hours. For more information please contact

the preschool.

“The room was warm and clean, the curtains drawn …” The classic short tale of ‘The
Lamb to the Slaughter’ unfolded lesson by lesson throughout the day as students took
part in shared reading. As part of World Book Day our readers in Years 7 to 9 enjoyed
this ‘story with a twist’ from the celebrated author, Roald Dahl, learning of a very usual
murder weapon and an ingenious method of disposal!
On a rather more charitable note our students were keen to raise funds for Sports Relief
by ‘paying’ to dress in non-uniform. The ‘chinking of change’ and ‘shaking of money
buckets’ full of £1 coins greeted everyone who entered the academy whether it be staff
or students. Keen to raise even more money, the rather more ‘sporty’ students joined the
Fun Run on the main field.
Still thinking of charity our students in Year 10 plan to raise money to buy Easter Eggs for
the children in the Local Hospice, to be delivered by the East Anglian off Roaders Club.
We will keep you posted on their efforts.
Meanwhile, frying pans at the ready, our intrepid team of pancake flippers entered the
annual pancake race in the town organised by the Swaffham and District Lions Club. As
the sun shone they followed the age old tradition competing for the highly sought after
winners ‘engraved frying pan’. Just pipped at the post in the final heat, we are eagerly
looking forward to trying our skills at next year’s event!
Also demonstrating great skill, one of our students found that he had quite a talent when
on a recent trip out of school beating a professional gymnast at ‘planking’. Year 10
students from TNHA visited the Norfolk Skills & Careers Festival in Norwich where they
were able to discover the vast range of opportunities available to them. With over 100
exhibitors from a wide range of industries, the event was designed to inspire students to
turn their favourite subjects into the qualifications they may need to either apply for
apprenticeships, jobs or to study a degree.
Finally, despite admitting to being “total novices”, the Bond-Green family who have two
children studying with us, have had amazing success at Crufts no less! Their gorgeous
home bred puppy, a French bulldog, classed as a utility breed, appeared in the minor
puppy class for those aged 6 to 9 months. She emerged the winner and certainly as far
as we are concerned - the absolute ‘Star of the Show.’ What an amazing experience for
the family and of course the wonderful ‘Pale Tulip’ herself. We look forward to hearing
more about her undoubtedly very bright future.

NEWS from Nicholas Hammond Academy
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Swaffham & Litcham Home Hospice News
What are you doing on Sunday May 10th?
Why not visit Holme Hale Hall where the gardens will be
open between 11am and 4pm as a fundraiser for our
organisation by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Simon Broke.
Admission is £6 per head with children free. Light
refreshments will be available in the tea room. The walled

kitchen garden was designed by Anne Maynard in 2000 and replanted in 2016/17. It
contains a soft palette of herbaceous plants including some unusual varieties,
topiaries, vegetable parterres, trained fruits and roses. On the front of the hall is a
wonderful wisteria which is approximately 140 years old. There is a wild flower
meadow, plus historic buildings including dovecote, coachhouse and barns.
Wheelchair access is available to the gardens and tearoom. The gardens are also
open under the National Garden Scheme on the 31st May and the 2nd August
On the 30th May we will be holding our annual street collection in Swaffham between
8.30am and 1pm. If you would like to learn more about what we do, then take the
opportunity to talk to our collectors or alternatively come along to our Gazebo which
will be situated on the western side of the Market Place just down from Revells
Estate Agents On Saturday 20th June, a group of supporters of the Home Hospice
are holding A Summer Supper as a fundraiser for us. The event will take place at
Heygate Farms, Snailspit Farm, Cley Road, Swaffham. Tickets are £25 per person
–further information and ticket requests to Mervyn Gribbon on 01366 328682.

SOMERSET BACON CHOPS –
Thanks to George for this month’s recipe

Ingredients
5 boneless bacon chops
2oz butter
I large onion
For the stuffing
I small onion, finely chopped
6oz cooking apples
30z fresh white bread crumbs
1 tbs sultanas
pepper
1 egg, blended

Method
* With a sharp knife cut through bacon
chops from the outside edge to within ¾
inch of the inside edge to form a ‘pocket’.
* Fry small onion in butter for 5 mins.
Peel, core and grate apples. Mix onion,
apple, breadcrumbs.sultans and pepper.
Bind with blended egg. Use this mixture
to stuff the pockets. Place chops in
roasting tin.
* Spoon over 1 oz of melted butter and
bake in moderate oven, (Gas 5 or 375F)

for 30 mins or until chops are golden brown. Baste occasionally.
* Cut onions into rings. Fry in 1 oz butter until golden. Garnish the cooked chops
with them.
Serve with mashed potatoes and mixed vegetables.

April 2020April 2020
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Necton Windmill
Scooby is setting up a meal delivery service.....for both lunchtime and

evening.
Flyers delivered to all households shortly with menus.

Discounts for pensioners in the village.

Check out the Face Book page or phone The Windmill for more details.

Tel: 01760 722057



March Ramble

19 ramblers met
together at Reepham.
For the first part of our
walk we joined the
Marriott Way. This long
distance footpath is
named after William
Marriott the onetime
General Manager of
the Midland and Great
Northern Railway. The
path follows the old
railway route from
County School to
Aylsham and we were
walking it as far as
Cawston. The walk is
full of interest, as you
pass over bridges and
embankments. There
are also sculptures
along the way, made
from railway track. At
Cawston enough time
had been allowed to
visit St. Agnes
Church. It -like All
Saints - is another of
the Medieval Angel
Roof Churches of
East Anglia. There are
other, equally
impressive treasures in
this very lofty church.
On leaving Cawston,
we followed a green
path, as far as a closed
off conservation area
and then rejoined the
Marriott way back to
Reepham. The whole
party then enjoyed a
superb lunch at The
King's Arms in the
Market Place.
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APRIL RAMBLE
Everyone is welcome to join us for our next ramble which will be on Saturday 18th
April (please note this is the third Saturday of the month). This will be a 4 ½ mile
walk, mostly along the River Bure, which is very local to Chris and Wyn England, our
organisers this month, who would like to share it with us.

Please meet at 10.00am for a prompt 10.15am start at the Bure Valley Railway car
park at Buxton. From Necton take the B1145 to Aylsham. On reaching the
roundabout at the A140 take the second exit, then take the first right turning to
Buxton. On entering the village take the first left turn into Sewell Road. At the
junction turn left into Stracey Road, then turn right and the car park is on the left.

Lunch is planned at the Chequers PH at Hainford. Please let Wyn & Chris know if
you will be joining us and whether you will be lunching, together with your menu
choices byWednesday 15th April. Menus are available.

Please contact them, preferably by email to: wyn4171@gmail.com or telephone
01603 279880.

Editors’ Note:
The information published in this issue of
LINK is correct at the time of going to
press however please check with the
organisers before attending any events
as things are changing very rapidly at the

moment.
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